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Dept. of Studies and Research in English
Ph. D. Entrance Test Syllabus (2026)

Research Methodology (Weightage 50%)

Unit I
Introduction to Research

Definition and Scope of Research

Aims and Objectives of Research

Nature and Characteristics of Research

Functions of Research

Types of Research

Unit I1

Literary Research
Meaning of Literary Research
Aims and Objectives of Literary Research
Current Trends in Literary Research
Textual analysis
Hypothesis
Plagiarism

Unit III

Research Design and Methods
Collection of data
Materials and tools of Research
Compiling and Documentation
Primary and Secondary Sources

Unit IV

Mechanics of writing
Report Writing
Language and Style
Formation of a Report

Unit V

Research Process
Selection of a Topic
Identify the Problem
Preparation of a list of works cited
Preparation of a working bibliography
Outline of a Research Paper
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Background Study (Weightage 50%)

Unit- 1

History of British literature
The Elizabethan Age The Puritan Age
The Restoration Period The Romantic Age
The Victorian Age The Modern Period
William Shakespeare - Hamlet

Unit -I1

History of English Language and Linguistics
History of English language
Characteristic Features of Language
Approaches to Language Learning
The Four Skills : Listening ,Speaking, Reading ,Writing
Oral and written communication
Structural Approaches to Communicative Language

Unit -II1
Indian English literature
History of Indian English Literature
Impact of Colonialism in Indian English Literature
Major trends in Indian Novel
R K Narayan - The English Teacher

Unit-IV
Critical theory
Deconstruction Theory
Structuralism
Post-Structuralism
Psycho-analytical theory
I.A Richards —‘Four Kinds of Meaning’

Unit-V

American Literature
Historical Background
Literary Background
Characteristic Features of American Literature
American Literature of Nineteenth Century
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s ‘The Scarlet Letter’
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